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1. Introduction  
 
1.1 Cyclist.ie ς IrelandΩǎ /ȅŎƭƛƴƎ !ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 
 
/ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜΣ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ȅŎƭƛƴƎ !ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ was founded in 2008 so as to combine the energies and expertise of 
cycling advocacy organisations all around Ireland.  This included the three largest groups campaigning effectively 
ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘκƭŀǘŜ мффлΩǎ - Dublin, Galway and Cork Cycling Campaigns ς and a further network of Regional Cycling 
tǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ DǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлллΩǎΦ {ŜŜ CƛƎǳǊŜ м ōŜƭƻǿΦ  
 
Our common vision is that cycling is a normal part of transport and everyday life in Ireland. Cyclist.ie is the voice for 
everyday cycling in Ireland and its work covers the full breadth of cycle advocacy and promotion. 
 
 

 
 

 
Cyclist.ie is the federation of cycling advocacy groups: 
 

¶ Cork Cycling Campaign / Cork Cycling Arts Festival / 
Cork Community Bikes 

¶ Dublin Cycling Campaign 

¶ Galway Cycling Campaign 

¶ Kerry Bicycle Festival / Kerry Cycling Campaign 

¶ Kilkenny Cycling Campaign 

¶ Limerick Cycling Campaign 

¶ Maynooth / Kildare Cycling Campaign 

¶ Northern Ireland Cycling Initiative / CTC NI Right to 
Ride Network 

¶ Skerries Cycling Initiative 

¶ Sligo Cycles/Walking Matters 

¶ Waterford Walk Cycle Campaign 
 
We are actively working to establish new groups and to 
strengthen smaller groups so that they can lobby more 
effectively locally and Cyclist.ie can do so at a National level.  

Figure 1 - Cyclist.ie Groups in Ireland ς A Screen-shot from http://www.cyclist.ie/localgroupsmap/  

 
 
1.2 9/C [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀƴŘ /ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜΩǎ !ǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ȅŎƭƛƴƎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 
 
/ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜΣ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ȅŎƭƛƴƎ !ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ was supported for the period July 2013 to May 2014by the European 
/ȅŎƭƛǎǘǎΩ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ό9/Cύ Leadership Programme (2013) ς  which in turn is funded by its industry supporters and, in 
particular, the SRAM Cycling Fund. 
 
This funding enabled Cyclist.ie to employ a part-time National Cycling Coordinator ς for the first time in its history. 
The level of volunteer work carried out by Cyclist.ie group members has grown exponentially over the past number 
of years and, in particular, since the appointment of the National Cycling Coordinator.  The appointment has 
galvanised the volunteers ς there is now a consistent presence pushing and leading on projects and supporting and 
co-ordinating the volunteer work on a national level.  The strong ethos of volunteering, coupled with the paid two 
day a week officer position, means that Cyclist.ie is a dynamic and powerful advocacy group that punches above its 
weight.  
 

http://www.cyclist.ie/localgroupsmap/
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The work of the Coordinator is having a positive impact on all levels of government and this is resulting in a quantum 
leap forward in the recognition of cycling as a central element in transport planning and in driving cycling related 
projects throughout Ireland.   
 
 

1.3 Strategic Partnerships, More Effective Lobbying and Professionalisation 
 
On receipt of funding, /ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ!ƴ ¢ŀƛǎŎŜΩΣ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ψbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩ ςan 
environmental organisation and statutory body under planning legislation, meaning it receives all planning 
applications countrywide for comment(http://www.antaisce.org/). This partnership enables the National Cycling 
Coordinator to draw on the strong local knowledge and expertise of two networks of groups ς /ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ !ƴ 
¢ŀƛǎŎŜΩǎ - and to positively influence all major proposed cycling schemes and transport projects by exploiting the 
natural synergies between the organisations.  Some examples are provided in Section 2 below.  
 
Overall, the appointment of the National Cycling Coordinator is adding value to the existing capacities of Cyclist.ie 
and creating further momentum behind a wide array of campaigns. Cyclist.ie uses sophisticated collaborative (open 
source)software to enable us to harness the energies of our networks of volunteers with wide arrays of expertise 
and skills.  The arrival of the National Cycling Coordinator and the associated professionalization of Cyclist.ie is 
raising the impact of our work to a much higher level than heretofore, and helping to build stronger National cycling 
advocacy in Ireland. 
 

 

1.4 Report Structure 
 
This report summarises our most important interventions over the period July 2013 to May 2014, building on 
/ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  
 
Section 2 describes developments at a national level. 
 
Section 3 focuses on the local level. 
 
Section 4 provides a short conclusion. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.antaisce.org/
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2. National Level Advocacy & Building Cyclist.ie as an Effective Lobbying Force 
 
Cyclist.ie operates at a national level. It has led on a wide array of recent initiatives and engaged with the 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (http://www.dttas.ie/ ) and its agencies leading to many positive 
critical changes in favour of cycling.  This section summarises developments at a national level and also explains how 
the recent restructuring of Cyclist.ie is helping to strengthen cycling advocacy. 
 

 
2.1 Creating Cycling-friendly Policies & Design Guidance ς and Monitoring Implementation 
 
Cyclist.ie has lobbied hard on and contributed significantly to the content of several key documents: 
 

¶ The National Cycle Policy Framework, NCPF (http://www.smartertravel.ie/content/national-cycle-policy) ς 
see Figure 4 below.  We are now concentrating on ensuring steady delivery of this progressive policy.   

¶ The Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets, DMURS  
(http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/DevelopmentandHousing/Planning/FileDownLoad,32669,en.pdf) 

¶ The national Road Safety Authority, RSA, now accepts and promotes the idea of providing a 1.5m passing 
distance (see their road safety video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JB9d-c-M7D0 and Figures 2 and 3 
below). RSA involved Cyclist.ie as technical advisers in a series of TV instructional advertisements production 
dealing with cycling safety (HGV safety, overtaking and looking out for cyclists and a set of 4 advisory ones). 

¶ Irish Rail reversed its no-bikes-on-suburban trains policy (http://www.irishrail.ie/travel-information/bicycle-
information) 

¶ A hugely improved (open source) National Cycle Manual was published in 2011 

(http://www.cyclemanual.ie/)  

  
 

Figures 2 and 3 ς {ŎǊŜŜƴǎƘƻǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ w{!Ωǎ ά{ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƻŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ȅŎƭƛǎǘǎέ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ to which Cyclist.ie contributed 

 

2.2 Reforming Irish Road Traffic Law to Make Cycling Safer 

/ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜΩǎ lobbying successes in the legislative realm include: 
 

¶ Ψ.ǳƭƭ-ōŀǊǎΩ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǾŀƴǎΣ ǘǊǳŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ {¦±ǎ 

¶ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΩ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ-glass (tinted glass) windows now must have a minimal transmittance of light so as to be 
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΩ ŦŀŎŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘ-driver communication.  

¶ Cyclists are now permitted to filter on the Left Hand Side (equivalent to the Right Hand Side for the 
Continent) alongside stationary traffic so as to reach the head of queues 

¶ Flashing LED bicycle lights now approved 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ΨƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ-ǳǎŜΩ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇŜŀƭŜŘΣ ƳŜŀƴƛng that cyclists are no longer required to use cycle 
tracks where provided. [This was divisive legislation because the design of many cycle tracks was very poor 
and the maintenance inadequate.  Repealing the legislation helped to bring coherence to cyclistǎΩ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎΦϐ 

http://www.dttas.ie/
http://www.smartertravel.ie/content/national-cycle-policy
http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/DevelopmentandHousing/Planning/FileDownLoad,32669,en.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JB9d-c-M7D0
http://www.irishrail.ie/travel-information/bicycle-information
http://www.irishrail.ie/travel-information/bicycle-information
http://www.cyclemanual.ie/
http://atrium.dublincycling.com/cyclist-general-recast-nov13/node/2155
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2.3 Developing a National Cycle Network (NCN)  
 
Cyclist.ie is playing a central role working with Irish authorities to develop a National Cycle Network (NCN), one 
strand of the National Cycle Policy Framework (Figure 4).  This includes the exciting EuroVelo routes. We work 
directly with the National Trails Office (http://www.irishtrails.ie) to develop Guidelines & Standards for the NCN 
rollout, as none currently exist.  
 
We are building strategic contacts with the many emerging Greenway groups in Ireland, to help them with their 
lobbying work ς e.g. the Sligo Mayo Greenway Campaign (https://www.facebook.com/sligomayogreenway).  As a 
result of our critical role in this process we have been nominated to be a member of the EuroVelo coordination 
committee for Ireland, due to be ratified shortly. 
 
Planning has progressed on EuroVelo 2, part of the Galway to Moscow Capitals route with construction starting later 
this year (see 2.4 below). The astounding success of the Great Western Greenway (http://www.greenway.ie/) has 
generated huge publicity around redeveloping abandoned railway lines and canal/river tow-pathsΦ  /ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ 
has been to advise authorities on best design practice, on protecting public ownership of greenways, and in insisting 
on connections from all greenways to local towns and amenities in order to maximise usage for locals and visitors. 
 

 
 

 

Figure 4 ς The NCPF Figure 5 ς A well-used Greenway in Cork City 
 
 

2.4 High Quality Submissions on Planning Applications 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ 9/C Ƙŀǎ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ȅŎƭƛƴƎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ΨtŀǊǘ 
уΩ planning applications being made by Local Authorities as they advance various cycling schemes, many of them 
greenways and part of the NCN. All Cyclist.ie member groups are also encouraged to make their own submissions on 
planning matters thus empowering campaigners at a local level. Over the last 10 months, the submissions sent 
include the following: 
 
ω YƛƭŘŀǊŜ: Royal Canal Cycleway Part 8 (EuroVelo 2) 
ω ²ŜǎǘƳŜŀǘƘ: Athlone Greenway (EuroVelo2) 
ω ²ŜǎǘƳŜŀǘƘ: Mullingar to Athlone Greenway (EuroVelo2) 
ω /ŀǾŀƴ: Navan to Kingscourt Greenway 
ω 5ǳōƭƛƴ κ D5!: National Transport Authority Cycle Network (via Dublin Cycling Campaign) 

http://www.irishtrails.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/sligomayogreenway
http://www.greenway.ie/
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ω 5ǳōƭƛƴ κ D5!: National Transport Authority Transportation Implementation Plan 
ω YƛƭŘŀǊŜ: Naas Public Transport Facilities Part 8 
ω aŜŀǘƘ: Kells, Gardenrath Cycleway Part 8 
ω Tipperary: Tipperary Town ς Link Road 
ω ²ƛƭŘ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ²ŀȅ κ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ tŀŘŘȅ aŀǘǘƘŜǿǎ ƻŦ CłƛƭǘŜ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΦ 
ω Cork County: various cycle schemes (Douglas Community Park; Inchvale Road, Cycle Link, Old Carrigaline Road) 
ω Waterford: Dungarvan to Kilmeaden Greenway (Figure 6 below).  
ω Cork City: 2014 Development Plan 

ω Limerick: Smarter Travel Route 2 (a  1.5km long Walkway/Cycleway along Shannon - UL Boat Club to Guinness 

Bridge) 
 
Feedback from various Local Authorities, government agencies and transport planning / design consultancies 
indicates that the increased professionalism of /ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜΩǎ submissions has made a very positive impression, with the 
result that Cyclist.ie is regarded as a valuable contributor to the planning process and is shaping infrastructural 
schemes for the betterment of cycling. Furthermore, Cyclist.ie was supported in a number of ventures (such as the 
AGM ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ȅŎƭƛǎǘǎΩ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴύ by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, and by Local 
Government authorities.  
 
 

 
Figure 6 ς The route of the Dungarvan to Kilmeaden Greenway in the South East of Ireland 
 
 

2.5 Pushing Cycling up the Agenda for the Local & European Elections / Linking the Policy Domains of  
Health and Transport 
 
Cyclist.ie took the lead in ensuring that all prospective candidates in the recent local and European Parliament 
elections in May 2014 were very well informed about cycling issues and knew which issues to concentrate on.  We 
issued online questionnaires to candidates in all political parties (and none!). A summary of results is viewable here: 
http://www.dublincycling.ie/cycling/results-questionnaire-sent-local-authority-candidates-2014-elections 
 
A further aim has been to forge stronger links between the domains of public health and transport, and we are 
specifically targeting our Minister for Transport, Dr. Leo Varadkar, T.D. ς a medical doctor by training ς on this issue. 
LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǇǳǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΗ  {ŜŜ CƛƎǳǊŜǎ т ŀƴŘ у ōŜƭƻǿΦ 5ǊΦ 
Mike McKillen, Chair of Cyclist.ie, and Damien Ó Tuama, National Cycling Coordinator, met with Caroline Peppard in 
the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) in May 2014 to start to advance this process of bringing separate departments 
/ political portfolios together.  
 

http://atrium.dublincycling.com/cyclist-construction/node/2444
http://atrium.dublincycling.com/cyclist-construction/node/2368
http://atrium.dublincycling.com/cyclist-construction/node/2368
http://www.dublincycling.ie/cycling/results-questionnaire-sent-local-authority-candidates-2014-elections
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Figure 7 ς Minister for Transport, Dr. Leo Vardakar T.D. 
wearing one of our T-shirts at a National Bike Week event! 

Figure 8 ς Cyclist.ie makes good use of high quality 
research and publications (such as the above report) 
to strengthen our cases. 

 
 
2.6 Improving HGV Driver Training / Increasing Safety for Cyclists 
 
/ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ƘŜŜƭΩΣ a support and representative body connecting 
community and voluntary organisations and charities (https://www.wheel.ie/), to enable 12 members of Cyclist.ie to 
ōŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ.ƛƪŜŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΩ ŎȅŎƭŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ /ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
credibility as a National advocacy organisation, the voice of utility cycling in Ireland. 
 
Furthermore, in the last few months, Cyclist.ie has started a heavy goods vehicle (HGV) driver training initiative 
aimed at reducing collisions between large trucks and cyclists. As a result of this, a major retail chain, one of whose 
HGV trucks was involved in a recent fatality, accepted our challenge and this Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Ψ.ƛƪŜŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ trained 
instructors being invited to run workshops in how to interact safely with cyclists in general, but in urban areas 
particularly.  See Figure 10 below. We are confident that this will be the fore-runner of many schemes with other 
HGV fleets, and a model for adoption throughout Europe.  The initial workshop with the HGV drivers has resulted in 
learning opportunities for both sides and will be developed further as a result.  
 
The aspiration is to incƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ wƻŀŘ {ŀŦŜǘȅ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ID± 
driver training. We are working to ensure the RSA will introduce a cycling module into the annual Certificate of 
Professional Competence (CPC) training and assessment day undertaken by goods vehicle drivers under EU law.  This 
ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ /ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǇǊƻducing a HGV / cyclist safety video 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gOZbznisJow) ς Figure 9. 
 
 

2.7 Reversing 'Institutional-Blindness' to Cyclists' Real Road Safety Needs 

Like our colleagues in CTC UK, Cyclist.ie is concerned about a perceived institutional-blindness to cyclists' road safety 

needs. CTC was so concerned that it established a Road Justice campaign (http://www.roadjustice.org.uk/).   

We have learned - by means of a parliamentary question (PQ) directed at the Minister of Justice - that very few 
drivers of HGVs who had maimed or killed cyclists have faced any custodial sentence. The few that were brought to 
court escaped with derisory fines. Some recent cases, where cyclists have been hit by motorised vehicle drivers, 
leave us in no doubt that 'institutional-blindness' is at work.   

Just before Christmas a mother of a college student appeared on a national radio programme to complain about 
police handling of a collision (RTC) where her daughter had been hit and thrown off her bike by a taxi driver trying to 
overtake her in an advisory cycle lane within a bus lane. The daughter was injured and although the taxi driver 

https://www.wheel.ie/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gOZbznisJow
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stopped and gave her his details he then drove away. Witnesses called the police who came and cared for her and 
brought her and bike home. However the investigating police officer (Garda) formed the view that the professional 
driver had made an error of judgement that did not warrant prosecution. 

As the voice of Irish cyclists, Cyclist.ie wrote to the radio programme producer and presenter and sent a letter to the 
Chief Superintendent of the local police station to complain about this decision. This is typical of the behind-the-
scenes lobbying we do all the time. 

 

 
 

 

Figure 9 - A still from the HGV / cyclist safety video 
produced by Cyclist.ie, the Road Safety Authority, the 
Irish Road Haulage Association and Dublin City Council  

Figure 10 ς /ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜΩǎ Dr. Mike McKillen (Chair) and 
Michael McKenna (Member of Cyclist.ie Executive) at 
the HGV driver training session (24/Jan/2014) 

 
 
2.8 Strategic Collaborations, Alliances and National Committees 
 
Cyclist.ie has been proactive both in developing strategic alliances and in securing positions on the key National 
transport committees with a view to advancing cycling.   
 
hǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΣ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ {ǇƻǊǘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ƛƪŜ ²ŜŜƪ όb.²ύ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ς see 
www.bikeweek.ie- is now paying dividends. The 6th NBW was held in June 2014 and the event has become a 
permanent feature on the transport calendar. The work of Cyclist.ie volunteers has strengthened the commitment of 
Local Authorities to cycling and has provided an essential coordinating role bringing together government, 
commercial, sporting and other non-ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ όCƛƎǳǊŜ ммύΦ /ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ b.² ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇƻƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘ 
Local Authorities nationwide to take utility cycling more seriously and to integrate cycling promotion into the health 
and transport programmes of government authorities and agencies. Cyclist.ie is also using NBW as a vehicle to build 
up our membership on the ground, thus strengthening cycling advocacy in Ireland further.  
 
Meanwhile our work with the National Trail Office has enabled us to shape the thinking of the wider membership of 
their Advisory Committee and partners such as the National Roads Authority (NRA).  
 
As well as Cyclist.iŜΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ !ƴ ¢ŀƛǎŎŜΣ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ψbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩ and foremost National 
environmental organisation, Cyclist.ie has held several exploratory meetings with Cycling Ireland 
(www.cyclingireland.ie) with a view to furthering collaboration on issues benefiting both utility and sporting cycling.  
 
In 2013, Cyclist.ie was approached by Goethe-Institut Irland with a view to collaborating on cycling promotion 
events.  Most of the staff at the institute are keen cyclists and follow our work with approval. 
 

http://www.bikeweek.ie/
http://www.cyclingireland.ie/
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Figure 11 ς ¢ƘŜ tƘƻŜƴƛȄ tŀǊƪ .ƛƪŜ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΣ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 5ǳōƭƛƴ /ȅŎƭƛƴƎ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ /ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜΩǎƭŜŀŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 
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Cyclist.ie and Goethe-Institut Irland organised, collaboratively, three well attended public meetings during National 
Bike Week (2013) and EU Mobility Week (September2013 ς Tralee in Kerry and Dublin): one with Burkhard Horn 
(Berlin city administration ς Figure 12), the other with Joachim Hochstein (Frankfurt city administration & ADFC ς 
Figure 13). We learned that having the Greens in power-sharing administrations helped a lot with cycling promotion 
in Germany. The ADFC earns revenue from consultancy work it undertakes on topics such as design of cycling 
infrastructure and vetting bike-friendliness of cyclo-tourism hotels, hostels, etc.  
 
We now have a direct personal link to the ADFC as Joachim is the vice-chairman of his Saxony branch.  Our aim now 
is to build on our contacts both with Goethe-Institut, with ADFC (with its approx. 60,000 members) and with other 
bodies so as to share experiences and advance cycling development collaboratively.  

 
 

 
 

 

Figure 12 ς Cyclist.ie cycle with Burkhard Horn (Berlin city administration) Figure 13 - Joachim Hochstein speaking in 
Dublin (Wood Quay venue)  

 
 
2.9 Restructuring and Re-building Cyclist.ie into a More Effective and Resilient Lobbying Force  
 
Over the ten months the National Cycling Coordinator, as supported with the European CyŎƭƛǎǘǎΩ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
Leadership Programme, has helped enable Cyclist.ie to adopt new structures to make us stronger into the future. 
 
The reorganisation of Cyclist.ie included the creation of a new Constitution and Communications Document 
(available on request).  These elements aim to ensure that Cyclist.ie is better configured to create long-lasting 
positive changes in Ireland. A new Executive Committee has supported the reconfigured Council of Cyclist.ie, itself 
made up of two delegates from each of the 11 Regional Cycling Promotion Groups in Ireland ς Figure 14. 
 
Our re-configured Working Groups ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ōŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ /ȅŎƭƛǎǘΦƛŜΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪΦ hƴŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ  
fund-raising and exploring options to help transform Cyclist.ie into a financially sustainable body and permanent 
feature of cycling advocacy in Ireland.  We are now systematically assessing the potential for funding streams from 
Corporate, (State) Grants, Individual, Services & other sources. The Cycling Coordinator has also attended two 
separate full-day training courses on fund-raising run by Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ƘŜŜƭΩΣ the umbrella body connecting community and 
voluntary organisations and charities in Ireland (https://www.wheel.ie/). ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ 
expertise in the realms of fund-raising and accountancy. We have now received our first (four figure) contribution 
from the Irish cycle importers and are working with the other importers.  Meanwhile another Working Group is 
concentrating on political lobbying and, as above, we used the local and European Parliament elections to firmly 
embed cycling planning and promotion into the manifestos of candidates. 
 


